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Congrsss of May 27, 1878. Its duties are to preserve or-

der on the reservation, to prevent illegal liquor traffic and
arrest offenders in this matter, to act as guards when ra-

tions are issued and annuities paid, to take charge of and
protect at all times Government property, to restore lost
or stolen property to its rightful owner, to drive out tim-
ber thieves and other trespassers, to return truant pupils
to school, and to make arrests for disorderly conduct and
other offenses. Such a force is organized at all the agen-
cies, and the faithfulness of the Indian police in the dis-

charge of their duties is well attested. The pay is from
$10 to $15 a month, usually also with a small house and
extra rations.

Annuities. Althovg the right of eminent domain over
all territories of the United States is vested in the
Government, still the Indians' "right of occupancy"
has always been recognized. The indemnity paid by the
United States to the Indians when these made cessions of
land was intended'to extinguish this right These payments
were made in money or merchandise, or both. The entire
amount to be paid to a tribe was placed to its credit in the
United State's Treasury. In some instances only the in-

terest on this sum was paid annually to the tribe; in other
cases the principal was extinguished by a stated annual
payment. These annuities (annual payments under trea-
ty obligations) had to be voted each year by Congress and
were distinct from the sums appropriated as special gra-

tuities to be used for cases of peculiar need. During the
early part of the 19th century cash annuities were handed
over by the agents to the chief, who receipted for the
money and distributed it among the tribe, but for the last
fifty years or more an enrolment of the tribe has been
made by the agent prior to each payment, and the
money has been divided pro rata and receipted for in-

dividually. '

A large proportion of the payments made to Indians was
originally in merchandise This mode of payment was


